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General Meeting (7.30pm ): April 13; May 11 
Committee Meeting (7pm): April 20; May 18. 
Micro Mineral Meeting: Tuesday evenings (7 pm) 
Workshops: Every Tuesday evenings, 6.30 p.m.  
Geobusters: Sunday afternoons every second month. 
www.geobusters.co.nz; Facebook. 
 
The April Meeting: .We will be having a talk from Kaymen Engel about 
Petrology and thin section microscopy—a very intriguing title. 
 
Kitchen Duty for the April Meeting: Ken and Lynne Sitarz, Peter 
Snook, Don Stanley, Richard and Wendy Stewart, Josh Sutton, Owen 
Swann, Cecile Tait, John Taylor. Do dishes and tidy up the kitchen after 
the meeting. 
 
Auction for the April Meeting: There will be some machinery and rocks 
from Scott Hardwick.; includes a tumbler, saw, grinder, and trim saw. 
 
Field Trip: 15, 16 April to North Otago. You will need to organise your 
own accommodation in the Hampden area. Contact John Taylor on 
0272027523 if you intend to be on this trip.. Further details at the April 
club meeting. 

THE CMLC NEWS 

 

President -- Malcolm Luxton            Phone 033088874 
Treasurer -- Lynda Alexander          Phone 3476393 
Secretary -- Tessa Mitchell-Anyon   Phone 027 963 1235 
Bulletin Editor--Craig McGregor      Phone 0274209814 
Club Mailing Address: 1 Arlington Street, Burnside, 

Christchurch 8053 Email: cmlclub@chch.planet.org.nz   

Website: www.cmlclub.org.nz  

Facebook: Canterbury Mineral and Lapidary Club 

Meeting Venue & Clubrooms: 110 Waltham Road, Wal-

tham, Christchurch 7:30 pm on the second Thursday of 

the month [Feb. to Nov.] 

mailto:cmlclub@chch.planet.co.nz
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PAGE 2 

 

 

Club Annual Subscription: This is now due, and every club member has 
received the subscription notice. It would be most appreciated if you get 
this paid before 31 May to receive the $5 rebate.  
 

The Monthly Competitions Results 
Lapidary: 1 Chris Thian, 2 Craig Mcgregor, 3 John Taylor 
Fossil 1 John Taylor, 2 Morne Wium, 3 Craig McGregor 
Mineral: 1 Zena, 2 Chris Thian, 3 John Taylor 
Alphabet Cup: 1 Zena, 2 Ava, 3 Lindsay Day. 
Novice Section Not judged 
Bring and Brag Not judged 
 
The April Monthly Competition 
Lapidary: Polished lapidary work containing the colour black 
Fossil: Fossil fern 
Mineral: Mineral black in colour 
Alphabet Cup: HRJ 
Novice Section: Any rock you wish to enter 
Bring and Brag: Be prepared to talk about it. 
 
Large Brian Jones Auction: This will be held on Saturday 29 April at 83 
Lancewood Drive, Halswell. This is polished, displayed material collect-
ed by the late Brian Jones. The auction will start at 10 am, with viewing 
from 9.30am. Anyone before that time will not be welcome. 
  
Annual General Meeting and Elections: Our annual elections will be 
held in June. Please use the form included with this newsletter to nomi-
nate club members for positions on the club committee. All nominations 
must be with the club secretary at least 2 weeks before the AGM in June. 
 
New Members: Please make welcome Valeska Flanagan,  
Bronwyn Adams-Hooper , Michael Adams-Hooper, Chris Wright, and   
Tayla Smith-Joyce. 
 
Monthly Door Raffle: We are always looking for donations for raffle 
prizes. Please help if you can. At the April meeting there will be 3 draws 
of your choice from the club sales table. 
 
Club Annual Show: 30 September/1 October. It is not too early to start 
thinking about how you can contribute to this. There will be lots of areas 
in which you can contribute: Personnel at the door, sales tables, Advertis-
ing, Children’s competitions, workshop demonstrations, displays, Fos-
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sicking trailer, security etc. The committee are now in the early stages of 
organising initial advertising and booking tables and a marquee for the 
front of our building. 
 
 The Echinoid Collection: A big thank you to David Macdonald who has 
donated a very impressive echinoid collection for display in the 
clubrooms. Do make some time to have a look at it. It is a world class col-
lection. Many thanks, David. 
 
Geobusters:  
Geobusters kicked off the year with 13 in attendance, 8 children and 5 
parents / guardians on 12 March 2023 - 13:00 to 15:00. 
 
We had an amazing show-and-tell session with every Geobuster showing 
something from their collection including mosasaur teeth, ammonites, a 
beautiful mollusc from Motunau, huge bits of fossil bone, a gigantic Zo-
ophycos trace fossil, a amazing amethyst agate from Hororata, another 
agate found in a backyard and many more! 
 
The discussion topic was "Dinosaurs in New Zealand" where we talked 
about: 
- what is a dinosaur (is a pigeon a dinosaur?) 
- what age rock they are found in 
- locations around Canterbury where they could potentially be found 
- some of Joan Wiffen's finds 
- how to identify fossil dinosaur bones 
 
Our practical activity was putting together a life-size velociraptor lower 
leg, toes and claws from 15 3D printed bones. This will aid us in being 
able to identify the shapes and dimensions of theropod bones as well as 
showing the similarity between theropod bones structure and that of a 
bird. 
 
We had an "auction" from donated material and each Geobuster went 
away with a few good additions to their collection. We will need some 
more material for the next meeting in two months if any CMLC members 
have some polished agates, crystals, and fossils they would like to donate. 
 
Val was kept busy at the microscope, assisting curious young minds in 
zooming in on micro minerals as well as their own items from the show-
and-tell  and their auction wins. I don't think she had more than a minute 
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gap for the entire two hours! 
 
The adults seem to enjoy it as much as the younger generation and we 
might get a couple of new club members as well. 
 
Overall, it went very well with the kids fully engaged, asking questions 
and being excited for the next meeting in two months. 
 
Head over to geobusters.co.nz for more information or look for the Geo-
busters Facebook group. 
 
Thank you Morne for getting this group under way - ed 
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Silicosis: All options open to keep people safe from deadly dust from 
stone bench tops  
Workplace Relations and Safety Minister Michael Wood has said he will 
do “whatever is required to keep people safe” after the Australian govern-
ment looks set to ban kitchen bench tops and other products made from 
engineered stone. 
Dust from the material can be deadly, and has been linked to the incurable 
and lung disease silicosis. Australian state governments are pushing for an 
outright ban on the material often used in kitchen and bathroom renova-
tions after it was linked to an alarming spike in silicosis in young tradies, 
a disease likened to asbestosis. 
Wood said a year-long investigation by WorkSafe into whether the risky 
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product is used safely in New Zealand workplaces found "mixed practic-
es”, over which he was concerned. About half of bench tops are made 
from the manmade material, which is different to natural stone. 
Advice on any next steps to keep people safe from the material would 
come in the next few months, he said. 
Asked whether there might be an outright ban on the material, Wood said 
the Government will do “whatever is required to keep people safe”.  
“This is an area that Worksafe has been extensively engaging on over the 
past year, they have conducted multiple worksite visits to every engi-
neered workplace in the country over the last year and have been provid-
ing very clear guidance and direction to those employers about minimis-
ing risk about what can be a risky product if the manufacturing processes 
are not done appropriately,” he said. 
Pressure will likely come on to Wood, and the industry more generally as 
the Australian Federal Government looks likely to move to ban engi-
neered stone in the coming weeks. 
“The Albanese Labor government is deeply concerned about the spread of 
silicosis among Australian workers,” Australian Employment and Work-
place Relations Minister Tony Burke told the Sydney Morning Herald, 
which has done an investigating into deaths form Silicosis. 
“We want a co-ordinated national response to this issue. That’s why I’ve 
put silicosis on the agenda at next week’s meeting of workplace health 
and safety ministers. 
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“A potential ban on imported manufactured stone products containing sili-
ca is one of the options we will discuss, along with stronger regulations 
across all industries where workers are exposed to silica. I have met with 
injured workers. It’s clear we need to do more – urgently.” 
The Australian Council of Trade Unions has also called for a ban on the 
products. 
In New Zealand, Worksafe has set up a free, direct way to test for the dis-
ease and employers had been told there would be enforcement action if 
they didn't follow the guidance, Wood said. 
“I have said to WorkSafe that this is an area I am keeping a close eye on 
because the risks can be high if the practices are not appropriate,” he said. 
WorkSafe has sent hundreds of infringement notices to engineered stone 
businesses in the past few years but there are fears employers have not 
been getting the message. 
About one in ten workers lodging ACC claims for exposure to the toxic 
dust have gone on to be diagnosed with the lung disease silicosis. 
Stuff - 20 February 2023. 
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Sender CMLC, 1 Arlington Street, Burnside, Christchurch 8053. 

 
 
 
 

GEMSTONE & FOSSIL MUSEUM 
 

67 HILLVIEW ROAD,  
BIRDLINGS FLAT 

 
Owners: Vince & Colleen Burke 

Phone:  (03) 329 0812 
Email: gemstonemuseum@gmail.com 

 

Open 9:30am till 5:00pm (seven days a week) 

 

 COMING EVENTS:  
Whangarei Rock and Gemstone Club: A Variety Show; 18, 19 March; Vintage Car 
Club Rooms, KiwiNorth Gate 2, SHW 14, Maunu, Whangarei 
NorthShore Rockhound Club Inc Annual Mini show in 2023  at the Milford Senior 
Citizen's Hall ( 13th 14th May 2023) with setup date being  Friday the 12th May 
(from 4.00pm) 
North Otago Gem and Craft Show: Scottish Hall, Oamaru, 8, 9 July (date to be con-
firmed) 
Canterbury Mineral and Lapidary Club Gem Show: 110 Waltham Rd, 30 Septem-
ber/1 October 
National Show 2023 Marlborough Rock & Mineral Club: Marlborough Boys High 
School. 6 to 8 October. 
National Show 2024: Mineral Club of Hutt Valley Wellington 
Australia 
Gemboree 2023 Australia: Dayboro, Queensland: April 7-10 
Gemboree 2024: South Australia: Willunga. 

mailto:gemstonemuseum@gmail.com
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